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CONPIDENTIAL ASMARA 0639 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS ET 

SUBJECT: PEACE DELEGATION RETURNS FROM ASSAB 
REF: ASMARA 0638 (DTG 131345Z AUG 76) 

1 . ON AUGUST 1 1, THE 15-MEMBER DELEGATION OP THE ERITREAN ELDERS 
COMMITTEE RETURNED TO ASMARA PROM ASSAB POLLOWING LARGELY PRUITLESS 
THIRD ROUND TALKS WITH ERITREAN INSURGENTS. THE DELEGATION, WHICH 
LEFT ASMARA ON JULY 31, MET WITH REPRESENTATIVES OP THE ELP 

RATHER THAN WITH THE APAR LIBERATION FRONT OR DISSIDENT DANAKILS 
AS PREVIOUSLY REPORTED. THE MEETING WAS THE RESULT OP AN EXCHANGE 
OP CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE ELDERS COMMITTEE AND A LOCAL UNIT 
OP THE ELP. 
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2. THE TALKS WERE INITIALLY DELAYED BECAUSE OP CONPUSION IN 
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ARRANGEMENTS TO MEET WITH ELF CONTACTS, AND BECAUSE OE CONTINUING 
TENSIONS IN ASSAB IN THE WAKE OE THE ABORTIVE MUTINY OF THE 26TH 
BATTALION. THE ELDERS FINALLY WERE TAKEN BY BOAT TO AN AGREED 
LOCALE ALONG THE RED SEA COAST NORTH OF ASSAB, THOUGHT TO BE IN 
THE VICINITY OE BEILUL. IN CONTRAST TO THEIR RECEPTION FROM 
THE ELF REPOS WITH WHOM THEY MET IN THE KEREN AREA IN JUNE, THIS 
GROUP OF ELF RECEIVED THE DELEGATION VERY WARMLY AND HOSPITABLY. 

3. THE ELF COMMENDED THE RI DERS ON THEIR WILLINGNESS TO TRAVEL 
THROUGHOUT ERITREA IN SEARCH OF A NEGOTIATED PEACE, BUT THEN 
IMMEDIATELY QUASHED ALL HOPES OF SUBSTANTIVE TALKS BY NOTING 
THAT ANY AGREEMENT WITH THE ELF WOULD HAVE TO BE NEGOTIATED 
DIRECTLY WITH A NINE-MAN COMMITTEE WHICH HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED 
SPECIFICALLY FOR THIS PURPOSE. WHILE OFEERING THEIR APPRECIATION 
FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS ISSUES WITH THE ELDERS, THE ELF 
REPS SAID ANY VIEWS THEY MIGHT HAVE WOULD HAVE TO BE FORWARDED 
TO THE ELE NINE-MAN COMMITTEE. ONE APPROACH THE ELF REPS REJECTED 
OUT-OE-HAND WAS DISCUSSING PEACE ON THE BASIS OF THE EPMG'S NINE- 
POINT PROPOSAL. THE REBELS CLAIMED THIS PROPOSAL OFFERS THEM 
NOTHING SUBSTANTIVE AND THEIR ONLY RESPONSE IS TO DEMAND TOTAL 
INDEPENDENCE AS A PRECONDITION. 

4. COMMENT: THE IMPLICATION AT THE CLOSE OF THIS MEETING WAS THAT 
THE NEXT PHASE OF THE ELDERS' PEACE EFFORTS WILL BE TO CONTACT 

THE ELF'S NINE-MAN COMMITTEE, ALTHOUGH NO TIMEFRAME HAS BEEN FIXED. 
IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THE EPMG'S WILLINGNESS TO PERMIT THE ELDERS 
TO PURSUE THEIR THUS EAR FUTILE EFFORTS AT PEACE IS AN ELEMENT 
IN THEIR PLAN TO SHOW WILLINGNESS TO SEEK PEACE BY WHATEVER PATH. 
THIS PLAN APPARENTLY ALSO INVOLVES THE "REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT" 
PROGRAM OF MAJOR BERHANU, AND SUCH INITIATIVES AS THAT OE LCOL 
ASRAT DESTA. THE PREVAILING THOUGHT APPEARS THAT THE MORE EEFORTS 
LAUNCHED, THE GREATER THE CHANCE EOR A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT. 
WAUCHOPE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PROVINCE, NEGOTIATIONS, TERRORISTS, PEACE TALKS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 14 AUG 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: coburnhl 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976ASMARA00639 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D76031 3-0238 
From: ASMARA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760853/aaaabucq.tel 

Line Count: 94 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 ASMARA 638 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: coburnhl 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 04 MAR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <04 MAR 2004 by morefirh>; APPROVED <09 SEP 2004 by coburnhl> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PEACE DELEGATION RETURNS FROM ASSAB 

TAGS: PINS, ET 

To: STATE ADDIS ABABA 

Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



